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Development Review. Board as specxﬁed under the requirements of Article 12. ”

The following interpretation is to be used regarding the applicability of the Burlington
Comprehensive Development Ordinance sign standards relative to sign illumination.

This interpretation shall apply for zoning permitting and enforcement purposes only.

Reverse channel illumination (i.e. backlit) illuminates opaque sign lettering and logos from behind
creating a silhouette effect. Generally, light reflects off of the wall behind the sign and provides a
halo of illumination behind the opaque lettering and logos. The light source is hidden behind the
opaque lettering and logos. Alternatively, backlit illumination may come from a light source
within an opaque sign cabinet with opaque lettering and logos projecting from cutouts behind the
lettering and logos in the sign cabinet. Light from with the sign cabinet emits laterally from the
cutouts and provides a similar silhouette effect illuminating the projecting opaque lettering and
logos. This form of backlit illumination is subject to the standards for reverse channel
illumination.
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